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Systematic Conservation Planning

SCP involves working through a structured, transparent and 
defensible process of decision making. 

Connectivity 

Adequacy

Representativeness

Efficiency
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Stages in planning
Clear definition of conservation features and
surrogates

The setting of explicit goals

Recognition of the contribution of existing protected 
areas

Explicit methods for designing/locating reserves

Explicit criteria for implementing conservation actions

Explicit mechanisms to ensure persistence of 
conservation features
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Margules and Pressey 2000, Nature
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Methodological tools
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MARXAN

8 Identifies priority areas
8 Identifies MPA 

networks

MARXAN WITH ZONES

8 Zones conservation areas with 
different levels of protection

8 Zones for multiple uses
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Priority areas 
selected

Giakoumi et al. 2012, Aquatic Conservation: Marine & Freshwater Ecosystems

MARXAN: Greek Ionian Sea and adjacent gulfs
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